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CHURCH RELIEF AND A GREAT NEED WHAT 15 WRONG WITH THE PACIFISTS? 



By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND 

A daily paper in a large Ohio city asserted editorially, 
a few months ago, that in the matter of war relief 
"the churches have not yet been greatly moved." The 
writer was correct in part. The American people as a 
whole have not been moved as they should have been 
moved, and this is true of the churches ; nevertheless, it 
is believed that the churches and the Christian spirit are 
stimulating most war-relief donations. 

The people of the United States have given fifty cents 
per capita for war relief. But a strong New England 
church has given and collected nearly $30,000, not in 
large sums, but in various sums from a large number of 
people inside and outside the congregation. A little 
church at Owings, South Carolina, of forty members, 
none of them rich, half of them children, is raising 
over $40 per month. A city church in a down-town dis- 
trict, with its people mostly moved away, struggling for 
very existence, sorely needed repairs and had raised 
some money for this purpose. The pastor wrote that he 
and his people decided, after prayerful consideration, 
that it could not be right to make the needed repairs 
until the close of the war, but that the effort should be 
made instead to raise money for war relief. The pastor 
added that he felt his people are giving more than they 
can afford to give. 

Many churches are giving systematically for war re- 
lief, either by regular offerings and pledges, or are put- 
ting war relief in their budgets. 

"Not even the children are left — all the little ones 
under seven years of age have gone." These are the 
words of Ignace J. Paderewski, written of his beloved 
and sorely stricken Poland. Think of a nation without 
little children! Was ever anything sadder in all his- 
tory ? Cardinal Mercier, of Belgium, writing of Poland 
recently, said: "Their need is greater than ours." A 
member of the Commission for Belgian Eelief stated in 
New York the other day that Poland's need is the great- 
est of all. He visited most of the stricken countries, on 
both sides of the conflict, in the middle of 1916. 

As yet little has been done for Polish relief. The 
Jews in America have done nobly. Much of the money 
raised by them for Jewish relief has gone to Jews in 
Poland, though this has been wholly inadequate to meet 
the need. Aside from Jewish effort, comparatively little 
has been done. The Polish Victims' Eelief Fund is 
doing excellent work. It has raised over $700,000 at an 
administrative expense of less than three per cent. Mr. 
Paderewski is chairman. Mr. "W. O. Gorski, the stepson 
of the artist, is secretary. It is understood that Mr. 
Paderewski has contributed approximately $150,000 per- 
sonally and by means of benefit concerts. "Eleven mil- 
lion out of twenty million remain alive in Poland, help- 
less women, sad-eyed older girls and boys, peasant work- 
men, bowed with age, homeless, driven into the open, 
wandering dazed through the woods, creeping into hol- 
lows for rest under the stars, hungry, sick, weary, worn, 
racked with the struggle, subsisting on the bark of trees, 
on roots torn from the earth, and on the slight help tbe 
palsied hand of charity of others of their own people can 
give them, and the comparatively slight help from other 
nations. This is Poland today !" 



A Letter from WILLIAM STEARNS DAVIS, Minneapolis, Minn. 

A recent correspondence with your secretary about 
the reasons for the resignation of a vice-president 
of the Minnesota branch of the American Peace Society 
suggests that there may be advantage in a frank state- 
ment of the reasons for which many thoughtful men in 
the Northwest are declining to join peace societies at 
present and are urging such others as they can influence 
not to do so. In anything which may be said hereunder 
there are no personal criticisms intended. Neither is 
there any desire to discuss the abstract philosophical 
problems of peace and war which must wait for solution 
until a happier epoch of abating public stress. Also it 
may be remarked that the case can probably be viewed 
quite differently from an Eastern angle, where there are 
fewer political implications connected with pacifism, and 
where (as is not the case in the Northwest) the peace 
propaganda and pro-Germanism do not seem to have 
formed an unavoidable alliance. The following state- 
ments are made bluntly, for the sake of clearness and 
conciseness ; but I hope they are not made impertinently, 
and they are advanced with every respect for the honesty 
of the ideals and the sincerity of purpose of at least all 
of the directing agents of the American Peace Society 
and of certain of its prominent compeers : 

I. Peace agitators of all orthodox pacifist schools 
should not blink at the circumstance that they have for- 
merly opposed any effective increase of the American 
Army and Navy, despite the clearest warnings from 
actual events and from competent men of international 
judgment. If they had won their way, the United States 
Navy would now be weaker than the Danish, "for police 
purposes only," and in this crisis we would either be 
shivering behind the borrowed protection of Britain or 
submitting supinely to the blockade of our ports and the 
slaughter of our seamen. The peace advocates, almost 
to a man, have alleged that our navy was a wasteful 
luxury or an incentive to unjust aggression; that peace 
treaties and diplomacy were antidotes for every kind of 
international danger, and that (unless we were ourselves 
the offenders) foreign war for this nation was only an 
evil dream. These statements, it is only repeating his- 
tory to say, are now .-is discredited as the Babylonian 
cosmogony. In the future, if my pacifist friends are to 
show any power of self-criticism, they will admit that 
their high-minded idealism has not matched the facts, 
and that their attempted military and naval policy for 
the United States would have landed the nation on the 
edge of a great physical disaster. 

II. Peace advocates must also realize that while many 
of the honorable leaders of their societies have today 
nothing to regret but the failure of their theories, their 
movement has attracted to itself many other persons of 
little poise, judgment, or restraint of utterance. These 
worthy souls have presented complete evidence of the 
fact that the only weapon which a pacifist dislikes is the 
sword. They have bombarded defense advocates with 
allegations of being "thirsty for blood," or more fre- 
quently with specific charges of being "the hirelings of 
the munition makers." The writer of this letter has now 
on his desk a recent epistle from a prominent pacifist 
(a subscriber, I am very sure, to your paper) calling him 
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a "caveman and a crook" for having spoken in favor of 
universal military training. Such methods probably win 
few friends, and they certainly win bitter enemies. No 
man in this region during the last two years could ven- 
ture to become a public advocate of a better national 
defense without the certainty of having the integrity of 
his motives constantly besmirched. The leaders of the 
central peace societies are probably in nowise responsi- 
ble for these methods; but it is not so clear that they 
have resolutely discouraged proceedings which have long 
since convinced very many contemporaries that the aver- 
age seekers for the peacemakers' beatitude leave to their 
foes no monopoly of strident invective. 

III. Since the outbreak of the great European war 
pacifists cannot but confess that they have consistently 
minimized its ugliest incidents, and that they have done 
their uttermost to deny that America should have any 
part therein save as, the distant spectator of a "horrible 
example." Few members of peace societies seem to have 
served on the American ambulance corps in France. I 
have not personally observed the names of many pacifist 
agitators as serving in even the less perilous forms of 
war-time philanthropy. They have not, so far as I can 
learn, diverted the incomes of their great peace endow- 
ments to the relief of human suffering until peace could 
return, although they have never ceased, by pen and 
voice, to cry "peace, peace," when there was no worthy 
peace till the rape of Belgian, the sinking of the Lusi- 
tania, and the murder of Edith Cavell had been well 
avenged, and when immediate peace would have meant 
the triumph of the red-handed aggressor. They un- 
doubtedly knew all these things and yet kept pleading 
for "neutral conferences," and kept excusing and glid- 
ing over the deeds of wrong, and reiterating colorless 
statements which seemed to imply that Belgium and 
Prussia were about equally guilty. 

Furthermore, as the shadows for America deepened, 
while certain organizations, such as the American Peace 
Society, maintained an attitude which it would be unfair 
to call unpatriotic, less praise was earned by some of its 
contemporaries, and peace propaganda became one of 
the favorite perquisites of certain notorious, if not 
famous, public characters. In the Northwest to be a 
pacifist does not mean to take the Advocate of Peace 
merely. It very often means to be the approving reader 
of the personal organs of Messrs. Bryan and La Follettc, 
with very likely a wide sanction granted to the opinions 
of Herr Viereck and his one-time Fatherland. Paci- 
fism, Bryanism, and pro-Germanism have become in re- 
cent months joined in a Hindu triad, which has won 
many enemies, as well as possible converts, in the upper 
Mississippi Valley. // the leaders of the old-line peace 
societies have not welcomed this alliance, they have done 
nothing to repudiate it, and they cannot readily dissolve 
this possibly univelcome "bund" today. 

IV. The financial methods of the American Peace 
Society arc, I am assured, legitimate, business-like, and 
honorable. There is not always the same confidence 
about handling of the great funds of some of its friendly 
rivals, and the matter is very jDossibly worthy of a thor- 
ough Congressional investigation, since here is a great 
quasi-political propaganda in a matter avowedly affect- 
ing the high policy of the nation. Very likely there is 
only the evil of a plethora of riches, yet certainly one 



hears of very odd things. I have personally heard the 
traveling organizer of a peace society assert, "Our organ- 
ization has hard work just now to spend all its money," 
and I know of individuals (of very modest zeal for the 
cause) who were ' requested, and almost entreated, to 
travel from the Northwest to peace conferences in East- 
ern cities, evidently to swell the list of attendant dele- 
gates, all their expenses for the long journey being paid, 
and, I am told, they being specifically urged to submit 
bills for all "personal extras." These things were hap- 
pening at a time when the defense societies could hardly 
discharge their modest printers' accounts, and when the 
enthusiastic delegates to their congresses in Washington 
were either paying their own way or staying at home. 
Such happenings did not merely render grotesque the 
reiterated charge that "the preparedness movement was 
subsidized by Wall Street," but they have awakened such 
grave misgivings as to the sound methods of expenditure 
that the whole movement might wisely receive official 
investigation. 

V. Finally, and let not high-minded American peace 
promoters forget the fact, in the West at least the organ- 
ized peace movement lias not always remained in un- 
questionably American hands. It has shown itself pecu- 
liarly attractive to the sons of an alien power no longer 
friendly to the United States. If the directors of the 
peace movements in the East have not realized the facts 
and their implications, they have been almost inconceiv- 
ably blind. It is a fact that on the campus of a great 
university the visiting peace organizer (above men- 
tioned) had a Teutonic name; the president of the so- 
ciety he organized had a Teutonic name; the most 
prominent speaker from the list of the society's salaried 
staff was a German who had very lately left Germany, 
and whose avowed public message was about the futility 
of America's preparing for defense, while a prominent 
professor of German antecedents and violently pro-Ger- 
man sympathies used all his influence, public and pri- 
vate, to oppose better defenses for the country. It is a 
fact that when the present writer made a statement 
(studiously avoiding direct international implications) 
in favor of a stronger navy, seven of the eight letters of 
dissent which he received came from Germanic sources. 
It is a fact that the most important speaker which a 
well-financed anti-militarist society sent on tour through 
the Western cities to oppose Mr. Wilson's defense pro- 
gram was a native of Austro-Hungary. It is also a fact 
that the only Minnesota hold-over Congressman who 
voted recently against the armed neutrality bill was from 
the most Teutonic district in the State. It is also a fact 
that within the last week the "Neutrality League" (a 
young but strenuous brother of the older peace societies) 
held a largely attended meeting in a great Western city, 
at which the chief speaker argued in justification of the 
sinking of the Lusitania, and sentiments were applauded 
which might be described as "seditious" the minute war 
began. 

These things are merely items collected from a single 
corner of the West and without any special means of in- 
vestigation. They are the kind of things which makes 
Americans, who think they are real Americans, resign 
from peace societies, no matter how decorous and honor- 
able, until the peace societies repudiate sympathy or 
brotherhood with members and with other peace organi- 
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zations that seem to be part of the whole reptilian sys- 
tem which betrayed itself in the Zimmermann note. 

When the terms "pacifist" and "member of a peace 
society" are used in the East, I imagine there is con- 
noted frequently a mild, philosophically inclined gentle- 
man, very anxious to benefit his fellow-men, and possi- 
bly himself the scion of an honorable Philadelphia 
Quaker or Boston Unitarian family. When similar terms 
are used in the West, barring a certain number of per- 
sons who pass among their fellows as "wild-eyed cranks" 
or "dyed-in-the-wool Bryanites," there is now very often 
meant a man whose American ancestry is short, his an- 
tipathies to England indescribable, and his loyalty to 
the Stars and Stripes, to say the least, the subject of 
grave solicitude among those in authority. 

If the Eastern leaders of the peace societies believe 
the above statement is unjust, they will not upset the 
same by denying that very many people hold it to repre- 
sent the facts. An extremely great number of Amer- 
icans out here are ready to indorse Mr. Boosevelt's state- 
ment before the Union League Club of New York on 
March 20 : "I want to point out a curious fact. For the 
last two years and a half we have seen the American 
pacifist meeching around. To try to curry favor with 
the German militarists, the American pacifist, the pro- 
fessional pacifist, has been the tool and the subordinate 
ally of the pro-German in this country." 

The remedy for this situation, if there is a remedy, 
lies within the peace societies and not outside of them. 



BRIEF PEACE NOTES 

The chronological order in which the nations involved 
in the European war entered into the war by decla- 
rations is given as follows : 

Austria against Serbia July 28, 1914 

Germany against Eussia August 1, 1914 

Germany against France August 3, 1914 

Great Britain against Germany August 4, 1914 

Austria against Eussia August 6, 1914 

Montenegro against Austria August 8, 1914 

Serbia against Germany August 9, 1914 

France against Austria August 10, 1914 

Great Britain against Austria August 12, 1914 

Montenegro against Germany August 12, 1914 

Japan against Germany August 23, 1914 

Austria against Japan August 25, 1914 

Austria against Belgium August 28, 1914 

Eussia against Turkey October 30, 1914 

Great Britain against Turkey November 5, 1914 

Prance against Turkey November 5, 1914 

Italy against Austria May 24, 1915 

San Marino against Austria May 24, 1915 

Italy against Turkey August 22, 1915 

Great Britain against Bulgaria October 15, 1915 

Serbia against Bulgaria October 16, 1915 

France against Bulgaria October 15, 1915 

Italy against Bulgaria October 19, 1915 

Eussia against Bulgaria October 19, 1915 

Germany against Portugal March 8, 1916 

Italy against Germany August 27, 1916 

Boumania against Austria August 27, 1916 

United States against Germany (state of 
war) .. . . April 6,1917 



. . . Not all Leagues to Enforce Peace are identical, it 
appears. It is claimed in a London dispatch to this 
country that the "Bryce Scheme," also termed a League 
for Enforcement of Peace, antedates the American va- 
riety and is more radical. It is said to go a step farther 
in its provision for a common enforcement of decisions 
of the International Court and in providing for col- 
lective action against any non-member nation which 
commits acts of aggression without having agreed to 
submit to the tribunal. A proviso of less importance 
gives larger representation in the International Council 
to Great Nations than that accorded the smaller coun- 
tries. Concerning this plan, Lord Bryce is quoted as 
saying: 

"The entrance of the United States into the war makes 
it desirable that the effort of the American League to 
Enforce Peace should be responded to by expressions of 
public opinion here. I therefore venture to lay before 
you a scheme almost identical with that of the Amer- 
ican League. It was prepared by a group of men here 
two years ago. The scheme is, of course, tentative, but 
taken with the American scheme it may help to draw 
public opinion to this important subject. Obviously no 
practical steps can be taken until after the war; but the 
idea is one which the public may well begin to consider. 
It has received the approval of the present and late 
premiers and foreign secretaries." 

... A strong drive for a concert of nations after the 
war, and opposing anything like the status quo ante, is 
in progress at Leland Stanford, Jr., University, under 
the leadership of Prof. Edward Krehbiel. A statement 
by Professor Krehbiel reads in part: 

Under the current conception of righteousness as 
something national, maintained by force, the only means 
that the combined wisdom of men has tried for keeping 
the peace is the balance of power. "Preparedness is the 
best insurance against war." "Peace results from an 
equilibrium of nations." But, alas! while declaiming 
about the equilibrium as the safeguard of peace, each 
nation is in practice defeating its effective operation by 
seeking to be better armed than every other — is, in a 
word, seeking to tilt the balance in its favor. Thus the 
equilibrium is unstable ; is no equilibrium at all. Every 
increase of strength by one power must be met by a coun- 
ter-increase of every other in order to maintain the bal- 
ance. Thus what promised to be a solution becomes a 
burden and a menace and eventually leads, as it has al- 
ways led, to war. 

The balance of power is therefore a fraud as a method 
of maintaining peace. It rests on competing force, and 
competing force knows of no method of solution except 
war. Not so with the concert of power. Denying at the 
outset that righteousness is national and competitive, it 
holds that righteousness is universal and cooperative. 
And if this righteousness is to be sustained force must 
cease to be national and competitive and become cooper- 
ative. Then there will no longer be force versus force, 
with the evil brood of consequences, such as "might 
makes right" or the trampling on weak States, but in- 
stead a united force put behind the common ideal of 
justice. 

. . . "What are we, who were once pacifists?" is the 
wail of Henry Seidel Canby, a professor of English in 
the Sheffield School of Yale University and a descendant 



